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WELCOME TO YOUR NZ KIT

New Zealand actively recruits international teachers — especially in STEM, Special Education, and Te

Reo Maori subjects. This kit walks you through the exact steps to get registered with the Teaching

Council, land a position, and make a successful move to Aotearoa.

New Zealand teachers are well respected, well paid, and enjoy an exceptional quality of life. Follow this kit

from Section 1 through Section 7 in order. Check off each task as you complete it.

WHAT IS INSIDE THIS KIT

# Section What You Get

1 Requirements Checklist Qualifications, registration, visa documents

2 Teaching Council NZ Registration Step-by-step TCNZ registration guide

3 Regions Hiring Now Best NZ regions for international teachers 2025

4 ATS-Ready Resume Template NZ-format CV that gets interviews

5 Cover Letter Template NZ-style cover letter + sample

6 Application Timeline Month-by-month action plan

7 Glossary + Resources NZ education terms and direct links
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SECTION 1  |  Requirements Checklist

New Zealand has a straightforward registration process compared to most countries. The Teaching Council

of Aotearoa New Zealand (TCNZ) is the single authority — there is no state-by-state variation.

QUALIFICATIONS

Bachelor's degree in Education or a subject area
Minimum 3 years; 4-year degree preferred

Teaching qualification from a recognized institution
Must be comparable to NZ standards

Evidence of teaching experience (at least 2 years)
School employment letters or references

Good character declaration
Statutory declaration required by TCNZ

Police clearance certificate from all countries lived in (5+ years)
Must be recent (within 6 months)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE REQUIREMENTS

IELTS Academic: Overall 7.5 (no band below 7.0)
Required for non-native English speakers

TOEFL iBT: Overall 96 (Writing 24, Speaking 23, Reading 24, Listening 24)
Alternative to IELTS

OET (Occupational English Test): Minimum B in all bands
Less common but accepted

Native English speaker exemption applies
UK, USA, Canada, Australia, Ireland, South Africa

NZQA QUALIFICATION ASSESSMENT

Apply for International Qualification Assessment (IQA) via NZQA
nzqa.govt.nz — fee applies; no pre-approved list

Request "Course-by-Course" assessment comparable to NZ ITE qualification
Provide verified qualification documents for fastest processing

Certified copies of all degree certificates and academic transcripts
University must verify directly; translations required if not in English

VISA & WORK RIGHTS

Accredited Employer Work Visa (AEWV)
Employer-sponsored; most common visa for teachers with a job offer
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Straight to Residence Visa
Primary/secondary teachers with job offer from NZ accredited employer

Work to Residence Visa
ECE teachers; full-time role of at least 12 months with accredited employer

Working Holiday Visa (ages 18-30, or 18-35 for select nationalities)
Work and travel in NZ for up to 12 months

PRO TIP

An Overseas Relocation Grant of up to NZD$10,000 is available for qualifying teachers relo
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SECTION 2  |  Teaching Council NZ Registration

Registration with the Teaching Council of Aotearoa New Zealand (TCNZ) is required before you can teach in

any NZ school. The process is online and manageable. Budget 8-12 weeks for processing.

Step Action Time Cost

1 Create account at teachingcouncil.nz/getting-certificated/ 30 min Free

2 Complete the online application form 2-3 hrs Free

3 Upload certified copies of all qualifications 1 day Free

4 Pay the registration fee 5 min NZD $204

5 Submit statutory good character declaration 30 min Free

6 Provide police clearance (all countries) 2-4 wks Varies

7 TCNZ assessment of qualifications 6-10 wks Included

8 Receive Provisional or Full Registration After review Free

PROVISIONAL vs FULL REGISTRATION

Type Who Gets It Teaching Rights Next Step

Provisional
Registration

New teachers or those completing requirementsCan teach with a mentor; 2-year limitComplete provisioning program

Full
Registration

Experienced teachers with NZ-equivalent qualsTeach independently in any NZ schoolApply for Practicing Certificate annually

PRO TIP

Apply for Full Registration even if you think you might only qualify for Provisional — TCN
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SECTION 3  |  Regions Hiring International Teachers

New Zealand faces a significant teacher shortage. According to the NZ Ministry of Education (updated May

2026), high-demand areas include secondary school STEM subjects (sciences, technology, engineering and

mathematics), remote and rural regions, teachers of te reo Maori, and relief teachers. Every region is hiring,

but areas below have the highest active recruitment.

Region Demand Best Subjects Cost of LivingNotes

Auckland Very High All subjects High Largest city; most vacancies; diverse communities

Canterbury (Christchurch)High STEM, SPED Medium Rebuilt city; growing; outdoor lifestyle

Wellington High All subjects High Capital city; arts focus; strong Maori culture

Waikato (Hamilton) Medium-High Science, Math Low-Med University town; affordable housing

Bay of Plenty Medium All subjects Medium Tauranga is fast-growing; beach lifestyle

Otago (Dunedin) Medium Science, PE Low University city; affordable; student energy

Northland High All subjects Low-Med High Maori population; rural schools; critical shortage

WHERE TO FIND NZ TEACHING JOBS

Source URL Best For

TeachNZ teachnz.govt.nz Official NZ Govt teacher recruitment site

Education Gazette gazette.education.govt.nz Official school vacancy listings

Seek NZ seek.co.nz Largest job board in NZ

TeachAbroad Hub teachabroadhub.com International teacher curated listings

Trade Me Jobs trademe.co.nz/jobs NZ-specific jobs platform

School Websites Google: "[School Name] NZ vacancies" Apply direct for best response rate
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SECTION 4  |  NZ-Format CV Template

In New Zealand, a resume is called a CV (Curriculum Vitae). NZ CVs are typically 2-3 pages, include a photo

(optional but common), and use a conversational, achievement-focused tone. Do NOT include age, marital

status, or religion.

YOUR FULL NAME

[City, Region, New Zealand (or "Relocating to NZ")]
[Phone] | [Email] | [LinkedIn optional] | [TCNZ Registration # if obtained]

PERSONAL STATEMENT

A passionate and experienced [subject] educator with [X] years of classroom experience in [country/region]. Holds a
TCNZ [Provisional/Full] Registration and brings proven expertise in [key skill 1], [key skill 2], and [key skill 3].
Committed to fostering inclusive, culturally responsive learning environments that celebrate student diversity.

TEACHING REGISTRATION

Teaching Council of Aotearoa New Zealand (TCNZ) — [Registration Type], [Year]
[Home Country] Teaching License — [Subject], [Year]

EDUCATION

[Degree], [Subject Area] | [University, Country] | [Year]
Credential Evaluation — Comparable to NZ [Degree Level] | [Agency] | [Year]

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

[Job Title] | [School Name], [City, Country] | [Year] - [Year]
- Taught [Subject] to Year [X]-[Y] students, achieving [outcome with numbers]
- Implemented [curriculum initiative] resulting in [improvement]
- Mentored [number] students in [program/activity]

[Job Title] | [School Name], [City, Country] | [Year] - Present
- [Key achievement]
- [Relevant skill or leadership responsibility]

KEY COMPETENCIES

Curriculum Design | Culturally Responsive Teaching | Assessment and Reporting
Student Wellbeing | Whanau Engagement | Google Classroom | [Add relevant skills]

REFERENCES

Available on request (2 professional referees recommended — include principal if possible)

PRO TIP

NZ schools value cultural responsiveness. Mention any experience with diverse student popu
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SECTION 5  |  NZ Cover Letter Template

NZ cover letters are warm and direct. Address the school specifically, mention NZ registration status early,

and close with confidence.

[Date]

[Principal's Name or "The Principal"]

[School Name], [City, Region], New Zealand

Kia ora [Name] / Dear [Name],

I am writing to express my interest in the [Subject/Year Level] teaching position at [School Name]. With [X]

years of teaching experience and a TCNZ [Provisional/Full] Registration currently [obtained/in process], I am

ready and eager to contribute to your school community.

During my time at [Previous School], I [specific achievement — e.g., implemented a differentiated literacy

program that raised achievement across three year levels, or developed culturally inclusive curricula that

boosted engagement among Pacific learners]. I bring [specific skill relevant to the role] and a genuine passion

for [aspect of teaching].

I am particularly drawn to [School Name] because of your commitment to [their kaupapa, community focus, or

specific program]. My experience working with [diverse students / multilingual learners / Year X-Y students]

aligns directly with your school's goals.

I welcome the opportunity to discuss how I can contribute to [School Name]. I have attached my CV and am

happy to provide references. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Nga mihi / Kind regards,
[Your Full Name]
[Phone] | [Email]

SECTION 6  |  Application Timeline

Timeframe Action Items Done?

6 months before Start TCNZ registration
Gather all documents and translations

[ ]

5 months before Submit police clearances
Complete English test if required

[ ]

4 months before Apply for Skilled Migrant EOI or find AEWV sponsor
Build CV + letter

[ ]

3 months before Apply to 15+ NZ schools on Education Gazette and Seek
Research regions

[ ]

2 months before Interview prep
Follow up on applications

[ ]

1 month before Accept offer + apply for work visa
Arrange flights + accommodation

[ ]
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Start date Welcome to Aotearoa New Zealand! [ ]

GLOSSARY — NZ EDUCATION TERMS

Term Meaning

TCNZ Teaching Council of Aotearoa New Zealand — the registration authority for all NZ teachers

AEWV Accredited Employer Work Visa — the most common visa for international teachers with a job offer

SMC Skilled Migrant Category — points-based permanent residency pathway

NZC New Zealand Curriculum — the national curriculum framework for Years 1-13

Year levels NZ uses Years 1-13 (not grades). Year 1 = approx. US Kindergarten

Whanau Maori word for family/community; used widely in NZ schools

Kura Maori-medium school (Te Reo instruction); separate registration pathway

MOE Ministry of Education — the NZ government department overseeing schools

NCEA National Certificate of Educational Achievement — NZ secondary qualification (Years 11-13)

"New Zealand is not just a job destination — it is a life upgrade. This kit gives you the map. The

rest is your story to write."

— Melba Ande | Teacher to CEO Blueprint
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REFERENCES & OFFICIAL SOURCES

All information in this kit has been verified against official New Zealand government and education authority sources. Last
content review: June 2026.

# Source URL Used For

1 NZ Ministry of Education

Education Workforce Portal

workforce.education.govt.nz General teacher workforce info,

high-demand subjects, relocation grant

2 NZ Ministry of Education

Get Ready to Move to NZ

workforce.education.govt.nz/becoming-teacher-new-zealand/

overseas-trained-teachers/get-ready-move-new-zealand

Overseas teacher pathway, TCNZ

registration steps, visa guidance

3 NZ Ministry of Education

Overseas Relocation Grant

workforce.education.govt.nz/becoming-teacher-new-zealand/

overseas-trained-teachers/overseas-relocation-grant

Relocation grant details

(up to NZD$10,000, confirmed May 4 2026)

4 Teaching Council of Aotearoa

New Zealand (TCNZ)

teachingcouncil.nz/getting-certificated/ Teacher registration process,

provisional & full certification

5 NZ Qualifications Authority (NZQA)

International Qualification Assessment

nzqa.govt.nz/international/recognise-overseas-qual/

iqa/for-teachers/

Overseas qualification assessment

requirements and fees

6 Education Gazette NZ — Vacanciesgazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/ Official school job board

for NZ teaching positions

7 Immigration New Zealand immigration.govt.nz Visa types: AEWV, Straight to

Residence, Work to Residence

This kit is for informational purposes only. Immigration rules, registration requirements, and grant amounts may change. Always verify current

details directly with the relevant official authority before making decisions.


